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Visual Research
An obsession going offshore

Stories define who we are, socio-
logist Arthur W. Franke writes. 
They do so, because they always 
“work on us, affecting what we 
are able to see as real, as possi-
ble, and as worth doing.” Fol-
lowing this line of thought, one 
question pulsates urgently at the 
heart of Offshore‘s practice: How 
to tell relevant stories through 
graphic design? 
And with this, exploring, ques-
tioning and transgressing the 
defined spaces of the discipline 
of Graphic Design, while still 
staying committed to form, aes-
thetics and craft as an important 
element of how Offshore tells 
stories.

Offshore is a Zurich- and Eind-
hoven-based design studio, 
founded by Isabel Seiffert and 
Christoph Miler. Their projects 
focus on editorial design, typo-
graphy, image-making as well as 
research-driven visual narrati-
ves. Next to commissions, colla-
borations and self-initiated (visu-
al) research, the duo engages in 

design education at various art 
schools within the Netherlands, 
Switzerland and Germany.
The studio co-founded, co-edi-
ted, art directed and designed 
the publication series Migrant 
Journal. The studio was a recipi-
ent of the 2020/21 fellowship at 
the Jan van Eyck Academie and 
was selected for the research 
and production fellowship for 
Les Rencontres d’Arles for the 
realisation of the exhibition Vi-
sible upon breakdown (in colla-
boration with Justinien Tribillon) 
which will be published as a 
book in 2022. Christoph and Isa-
bel will also continue their visual 
research project Managing the 
Wild during the residency pro-
gramm at La Becque in Vevey.
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