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Challenges and 
opportunities of 
contemporary urban 
development

Anacláudia Rossbach (Brazil) is 
the Executive Director of UN-
Habitat and an economist with 
over 20 years of experience in 
housing, informal settlements, 
and urban policies. She was 
appointed Executive Director of 
UN-Habitat at the Under-Secreta-
ry-General level by the General 
Assembly, following nomination 
by the UN Secretary-General on 
7 June 2024. Prior to this role, 
she was the Director for Latin 
America and the Caribbean at 
the Lincoln Institute of Land Poli-
cy and served as Regional Ma-
nager for Cities Alliance, where 
she founded the Urban Housing 
Practitioners Hub. Prior to that, 
with the World Bank, she over-
saw the development and imple-
mentation of Brazilian housing 
and slum-upgrading policies. 
Ms. Rossbach has actively con-
tributed to global urban policy 
discussions and has a strong 
academic presence in the field. 
She took office on 12 August 
2024.

The lecture will address the ma-
jor challenges and opportunities 
of contemporary urban develop-
ment, with a particular focus on 
practical and transformative so-
lutions for informal settlements.
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