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Housing is a planner‘s category

— scalable, policy-legible, repro-
ducible. Domesticity is something
else entirely: processual, tactical,
intimate, and saturated with affect.
This lecture argues that attending to
domesticity‘s ,,extras* — its micro-
practices, gestures of care, impro-
visations, and residual objects —
transforms what housing research
can see and say. Drawing on a deca-
de of creative practice research con-
ducted in Singapore, | work through
three architectural essay films —
03-FLATS (2014), Objects for Thri-
ving (2022), and At Home with Work
(2025) — to show how architectural
ethnography and film together hold
domesticity, housing, and affect in
productive tension. Each film sur-
faces a distinct register of precarity
folded into apparent stability: the
biopolitics of eligibility, the labour
of ageing in place, and the colonisa-
tion of domestic time by paid work.
Brought together under Lauren
Berlant‘s frame of cruel optimism,
the three films argue that domestici-
ty is not housing‘s soft supplement
but its affective infrastructure — the

daily work through which policy is
made liveable, and through which its
costs become visible.
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