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'New diversities' and 'urban arrival infrastructures'? The socio-spatial
appropriation and footprints of refugees in Berlin-Neukölln

Progressive debates in urbanmigration studies have
proposed“diversity” as a new paradigm fora globally connected and
just city:“It constitutes an antithesis toprevious orientations
towardurban design, in whichsegregation of homogeneousdistricts was
the governingorthodoxy” (Fainstein 2005). Butdiversity is also used as
a neweuphemism for social mixingpolicies and the promotion of
anarea’s “ethnic appeal”, and thusbecame a driver for
gentrificationprocesses in many cities.

This seminar provides a two-foldintroduction to the study of
urbandiversities with a focus onchanges and debates triggered bythe
recent refugee migration.The seminar will explore boththeoretical and
practicaldimensions as well as applicationcontexts, drawing on
findings andarguments from sociological,geographical, planning
andarchitectural literature. Studentswill also conduct
empiricalresearch, using architectural,urban and social science
methodsin Berlin- Neukölln - mapping newevery day spatial
constellations –also referred to as “urban arrivalinfrastructures” that
emerged inthe district in the last years. Theseinclude the spatial
appropriationand perception, but also the urbanfootprints and marks as
well asemerging community andprovision places of migrantsaround a
refugee accommodationon Karl-Marx-Straße, contributingto “new”
social, built, functionaland ethnic diversities in thedistrict’s northern
parts.

http://habitat-unit.de/en/team/philipp-misselwitz/
/en/team/anna-steigemann/


The seminar will be conductedwith close links to the forthcomingDFG-
funded research project“Architectures of Asylum” (2018-2022) at the
Habitat Unit as part ofthe interdisciplinary SFB “Refigurationof Space”.
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Course Information 

Seminar, 6 ECTS



MA UD, MA Arch, MA SRP: WP

Teaching Day
Monday, 12pm - 2pm, A 606

First meeting
October 24th, 2017, 12pm, A 606

Application
Registration on a list

Contact 

Dr. phil.Anna Steigemann
a.steigemann@tu-berlin.de

Raum A 622

T + 49 – 30 – 314 – 21906
F + 49 – 30 – 314 – 21907
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