INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP
September 12 - 13, 2016 |TU Berlin

Since 2011, Syrian cities andurban areas are withessing
massdestruction due to the militarizedconflict. Urbicide, which
resonatesto the shifting boundaries ofterritorial sovereignties, has
notonly damaged buildings andinfrastructures, but has alsochanged
the demographic structureof the population, introduced newlocal and
external actors, affectedtangible and intangible heritage,and produced
a whole new setof spatial practices ranging frominformality and
encampment, toresistance, resilience and adaptivereuse. Amidst these
turbulentprocesses and challengingsituations, research stands as akey
for understanding, reflectingand learning from this and
otherexperiences. Foremost, it becomesa backdrop on which post-
warnarratives could be constructed.In response, the Habitat Unit(Chair
of International Urbanismand Design) at the School ofArchitecture in
the TechnischeUniversitéat Berlin, with thesupport of the German
AcademicExchange Service (DAAD)* & theGerman Ministry of Exterior,
isorganizing a workshop to initiatethe Syrian Urban ResearchNetwork
(SURN) which will takeplace on September, 12-13, 2016at the TU Berlin,
Germany. Theworkshop is a first step towardscreating a collaborative
platformamongst Syrian students in thediaspora, academics and
expertsworking on topics regarding urbanissues in and about Syria.
Ourapproach builds on interdisciplinarydiscourses on topics related
to:resources (water-, land-, heritagemanagement), urban
informality,coping mechanisms, resilience,adaptive reuse, civil

societyempowerment, post-war scenariosand reconstruction strategies.
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Objecti iE ted

Outcomes

The SURN workshop will explore
the academic research related

to current spatial dynamics and
the urban future of Syria, and

will discuss initiatives of civil
society aiming to reconstruct
damaged areas and to support the
affected communities. Through
understanding the current situation,
we are aiming at arriving to
common values regarding Syria’s
urban future.

Knowing that a key challenge
currently faced by researchers is
how to conduct research on Syna
from abroad, the main objective
of the workshop is to connect
students with researchers, experts
and practitioners working on the
field. The structure will combine
presentations, panel discussions,
interdisciplinary roundtables and
thematic group work_ Different
lectures will be given by experts
to draw on other positive and
negative experiences of post-
war reconstruction from cities like
Berlin and Beirut. For that, visits
to selected sites in Berlin will also
take place.

The expected outcomes of the
workshop are the creation of a
network of academics working

on post-war reconstruction,
encouragement of academic
collaboration, establishment of
a platform of exchange for ideas
related to the topic and forging
a common ground for further
initiatives.

Eligibility Criteria.

Particpants should:

- Be students or graduates at
masters, phd and post-doc levels.

-Come from disciplines of
Architecture, Urban Planning,
Sociology, Engineering, History,
Political Science, Law, Economics,
or relevant fields.

- Have previous or cumrent research
related to topics targeting the urban
situation in Syria such as resource
management, urban informality,
coping mechanisms, resilience,
adaptive reuse, civil society
empowerment, post-war scenarnos
and reconstruction strategies, are
welcome to apply.

- Can be affiliated with NGOs
focusing on civil society
empowerment or resilience projects
inside of Syria, or be individuals
who have access to knowledge or
data related to current projects /
efforts in reconstruction in Syria.
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We will be selecting up to 20
particpants coming from these
different disciplines. DAAD
scholarship holders are highly
encouraged to apply.

Costs

The workshop covers
accommodation costs from
September 11-13, 2016 (3 nights).
Transportation costs to and from
Berlin will be reimbursed dunng
the workshop upon presentation of
tickets and invoices.

Application Requirements
Eligible candidates must submit an
application (in English) containing
the following information:

- AFilled Application Form
- A concise CV (A4, max. 2 pages)

Note that incomplete applications
or those not meeting the
submission criteria will not be
reviewed.

* Auswirtiges Amt

Please send your applications as
one single PDF document to the
Habitat Unit at the following email
address:

sum team@agmail.com

Deadline for applications is
August 22, 2016.

Results will be announced by
August 26, 2016.

Contact:
For more details and the resuilts of
the selection please contact:

Ayham Dalal
ayham dalal@gmail.com

Lea Ksayer
leaksayer@gmail.com

Nathalie Bekdache
n_bekdache@gmail.com

Or visit our website:
www habitat-unit.de

Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst
German Academic Exchange Service

Habitat Unit

Objectives and ExpectedOutcomes

The SURN workshop will explorethe academic research relatedto
current spatial dynamics andthe urban future of Syria, andwill discuss
initiatives of civilsociety aiming to reconstructdamaged areas and to
support theaffected communities. Throughunderstanding the current
situation,we are aiming at arriving tocommon values regarding

Syria’surban future.

Knowing that a key challengecurrently faced by researchers ishow to

Habitat Unit




conduct research on Syriafrom abroad, the main objectiveof the
workshop is to connectstudents with researchers, expertsand
practitioners working on thefield. The structure will
combinepresentations, panel discussions,interdisciplinary roundtables
andthematic group work. Differentlectures will be given by expertsto
draw on other positive andnegative experiences of post-war
reconstruction from cities likeBerlin and Beirut. For that, visitsto
selected sites in Berlin will alsotake place.

The expected outcomes of theworkshop are the creation of anetwork of
academics workingon post-war reconstruction,encouragement of
academiccollaboration, establishment ofa platform of exchange for
ideasrelated to the topic and forginga common ground for
furtherinitiatives.

Download flyer

Eligibility Criteria
Particpants should:

e Be students or graduates atmasters, phd and post-doc levels.

e Come from disciplines ofArchitecture, Urban
Planning,Sociology, Engineering, History,Political Science, Law,
Economics,or relevant fields.

e Have previous or current researchrelated to topics targeting the
urbansituation in Syria such as resourcemanagement, urban
informality,coping mechanisms, resilience,adaptive reuse, civil
societyempowerment, post-war scenariosand reconstruction
strategies, arewelcome to apply.

¢ Can be affiliated with NGOsfocusing on civil
societyempowerment or resilience projectsinside of Syria, or be
individualswho have access to knowledge ordata related to
current projects /efforts in reconstruction in Syria.

Up to 20particpants coming from thesedifferent disciplines will be
selected. DAADscholarship holders are highlyencouraged to apply.

Costs

The workshop coversaccommodation costs fromSeptember 11-13, 2016
(3 nights).Transportation costs to and fromBerlin will be reimbursed
duringthe workshop upon presentation oftickets and invoices.

Application RequirementsEligible candidates must submit
anapplication (in English) containingthe following information:
- A Filled Application Form

- A concise CV (A4, max.2 pages)
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Note that incomplete applicationsor those not meeting thesubmission
criteria will not bereviewed.

Apply by August 22, 2016 withyour applications asone single PDF
document tosurn.team@gmail.com

Ayham Dalal
avham.dalal@gmail.com

Lea Ksayer
leaksayer@gmail.com

Nathalie Bekdache
n.bekdache@gmail.com

Room A 409
T+ 49 - 30 - 314 - 22588
F+49 -30-314 - 21907
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