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In terms of visitor numbers,
“post-COVID” Berlin is nearly
back on track as a thriving tourist
city. This is a good moment to re-
flect on what can be learned from
the media-hyped “overtourism”-
debate and its connection with
the idea of ‘New Tourism Areas’
(Maitland/Newman 2009). Using
Berlin as a case, the lecture initi-
ally introduces both phenomena
as an expression of a - histori-
cally — unique tourism intensity.

It is claimed that it is not surpri-
sing that tourism critique pri-
marily results from steadily gro-
wing urban tourism taking place
off the beaten track in inner-city
neighbourhoods. In a second
step the lecture shows that the
academic discussion of this ‘New
Urban Tourism’ is doubtlessly in-
structive; it helps to explore ba-
sic aspects of living together in
the ‘Tourist Age’ (d’Eramo 2021):
Which performances of tourism
are approved as acceptable?
Why does almost nobody want
to be a tourist? Which moments
of conflict and conviviality result
from the prosumption of places
by tourists and residents?

However, taking into account
these more general questions
as well as the growth perspecti-

ve of urban tourism, it is argued
to analytically break away from
“new” tourism areas or “old”
tourist bubbles. Thus, the lecture
finally outlines some more gene-
ral aspects of growing tourism as
matter of urban development.
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